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Forty Years of Memories 
Marlene Bireley 
THE EXTENSION 
WRIGHTSTATE UNIVERSITY RETIREES ASSOCIATION 
Our Holiday Open House is always a special time for WSURA members. It is a 
time to meet old friends and reminisce about those days when we saw each other 
on a daily basis. This year's celebration took on special meaning as we designated 
the December l get together: as an official celebration of the fortieth year celebra-
' tion of the founding of Miami/Ohio State campus that was to become Wright State 
and , simultaneously, the tenth year anniversary of the founding of WSURA. A 
committee consisting of Gary Barlow, Patricia Olds, Lew Shupe, Gerry Petrak 
and chaired by this writer worked on the logistics. Lois Cook, Bill Evans, and 
Leone Low provided invaluable input and names and addresses of people who 
were here in the early days. Individual invitations were sent to first year employees 
and all former WSURA Board members. All former retirees were invited to attend. 
Bill Evans had supplied a copy of the first catalogue. Of the sixty-seven names 
listed in that publication, we were able to locate addresses for twenty-seven per-
sons. As the RSVPs trickled in to the Conferences and Events office, it was obvi-
ous that this was going to be something special. The majority of those who lived 
locally indicated that they were attending. Similarly, many of those who had 
I 
served on the Board of WSURA, including all past presidents, were to be present. 
The day was indeed a joyous occasion. The hair was grayer, the step was slower, 
but the enthusiasm for the occasion and pleasure in catching up with old friends 
was infectious! 
A memory board of photographs compil~d by Gary Barlow and Lew Shupe 
with the help of Archivist Dawne Dewey was a focal point. "Did I really .look like 
that?" "Oh, look at----" were overheard remarks. It was difficult to stop the ani-
mated conversations for the formal ceremony. 
Emcee Gary Barlow, one of the very first employees and' first WSURA presi-
dent, added his own puckish touch to the festivities. President Kim Goldenberg 
welcomed the group. He and Mrs. Goldenberg and a number of current administra-
tors were present for the occasion. Past President and WSURA member Robert 
Kegerreis greeted everyone and obviously enjoyed himself immensely. Certifi-
cates of appreciation, made by Gerry Petrak, were given to all honorees. It was a 
day to be cherished. Gary ended the ceremony with this quote from Frank Lloyd 
Wright, a fitting summary of the sentiments of the day. 
"No house should ever be on any hill or on anything. It should be of 
the hill belonging to it, so hill and house could live together each 
the happier for the other." (An Autobiography, 1932) 
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Greeting from your Co-President 
Bob Wagley 
Of course this greeting is from only one 
co-president because the other one 
(Nick Davis) is basking in the sun in Florida 
, while many of us continue to labor for the 
benefit of WSURA and the Greater Wright 
State University. Not that I am at all jealous 
or anything! 
Seriously, we have been having a lot of 
fun attending such WSURA sponsored 
events such as the Holiday Open House in 
December, Brunch at Truffles and WSU 
Men's Basketball in January, and the Brown 
Bag Lunch at One Lincoln Park in Febru-
ary. It is always great to get together with 
friends and colleagues from long ago and to 
meet new friends as well. 
WSURA is now promoting the COLA 
Faculty Lecture Series as a way to keep the 
mind alert, learn from some great lecturers, 
and to keep involved in the activities of 
Wright State University. The Lectures 
scheduled for the remainder of the year are 
listed on page four. 
Before long you may be getting a call 
from us concerning next year's officers and 
board members. Just a note of encourage-
ment; it doesn't take a lot of work or time 
but it can be very rewarding and enjoyable 
(plus, we need to have more members in-
volved). If you have any doubts, ask any of 
the present officers and board members. 
Lois Cook is our chief recruiter for these 
positions . We need to have people to say 
"yes" when she or another committee mem-
ber calls. An even better situation would be 
for you to call her at 299-7098 to volunteer 
to serve on the Board or to run for one of our 
offices. 
Deaths 
Robert Shock, Computer Science, died January 31, 2005 
Retirees 
Carol Keltner, University College, retired October, 2004 
Susan Weldon, University Library, retired October, 
2004 
Cherry Hunt, Financial Aid , retired November, 2004 
Dorothy Hall, Registrar's Office, retired December, 2004 
Dorothy Jane Baker, School of Medicine Business Of-
fice, retired December, 2004 
Gretchen Bollenbacher, Lake Campus, retired Decem-
ber, 2004 
Shirley Manley, Developmental Education, retired De-
cember, 2004 
Joan C. Payton, Police Department, retired December, 
2004 
Roger Sylvester, Center for Economic Education, retired 
December, 2004 
JoAnn Cardine, Police Department, retired January, 
2005 
Carlotta Johnson, Human Resources, retired January, 
2005 
Douglas Snyder, Police Department, retired January, 
2005 
WSURA Scholarship 
Barbara Eakins-Reed, WSURA Scholarship Chairper-
son, reported at the last Board meeting that, as the market 
rebounds, our scholarship has increased in value. The 
principal currently stands at $ 18 ,038.20 and the interest 
at$ 1,261 .36. The $1000 scholarship is rewarded annu-
ally. Preference is given to relatives of WSURA mem-
bers and to returning or mature students . Barbara asks 
that retirees alert family members who may be eligible 
for this award. 
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WSURA Spring Calendar of Events 
Date Event Place Time Cost Cut Off 
Date 
March 2 *Brown Bag Lunch Liberal Arts Conference Noon-I pm None None 
Room 
April 6 *Brown Bag Lunch 441 Dunbar Library Noon-I pm None None 
April 14 **Dining Out Eclipse Restaurant 6:30 pm Entrees $18-22 April 8 
May4 '"Brown Bag Lunch Liberal Arts Conference Noon-I pm None None 
Room ,.. -
May22 **WSU T~eatre, Creative Arts Bldg. 2pm $15 May2 
Cabaret I 
May 22 **Dining Out Wellington Grille 5pm Entrees $I 5-18 May2 
*Brown Bag Lectures are informal talks from persons of interest to WSURA members. All retirees and 
spouses or other interested parties are welcome to attend. Bring your lunch if you wish. We have an out-
standing lineup for the spring series. 
March 2 Todd J. Gourno, STRS representative, will be discussing issues of current interest to STRS 
members including financial planning and investments. 
April 6 Nationally renowned WSU Archivist Dawne Dewey will be sharing items of interest from the 
Archives including som~ items from the early days of Wright State. This program is a followup of the wall 
of remembrance photos that were on display at the Holiday Celebration. Come see ourselves and the uni-
versity from the "good old days." 
(Brown Bags are allowed in room 441 !) 
.1 
May 4 David Hopkins , University Provost, will update us on WSU today including current initiatives 
and challenges. This will provide a fitting bookend to the historical perspective provided in the April 6 
presentation. 
**Theatre and Dining Out Excursions have been among our most popular activities. These will be our 
final two outings for the year. RSVP to joanne.risacher@wright.edu for these events . 
Eclipse Restaurant is a new Centerville restaurant opened by the owners of Blue Moon in the Oregon 
District. The restaurant is on Rte. 48 south of 725. 
"Cabaret" is the final WSU Theatre presentation of the year'. It is, of course, the 1966 musical based 
on l 930's Germany and two love stories juxtaposed with the excitement and harsh reality of the emerging 
Nazi threat. 
After theatre, dinner will be at the Wellington Grille, 2450 Dayton.-Xenia Road. Attend both events or 
just one. Dinner will be at approximately 5 p.m. 
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With Warmest Thanks 
Elizabeth Harden 
(Editor' s Note: While this is a i·ery personal noteji"om Li: 
Harden , I believe that her sentiments express the gratitude 
that many of us have felt as we go through the difficult time 
of losing a spouse, parent or other lm·ed one . I hope that 
her words speak to and for manv of us.) 
Words are inadequate to express the depths of my 
gratitude for the kindness, sympathy, love, and friend-
program speaker and a church deacon , deserves 
special thanks for reminding us of the importance 
of religious faith and our conviction that Dennis 
Jived a life based on the great commandments of 
Jove of God and neighbor. 
Thank you for celebrating with me my hus-
band 's life and our unconditional love over the 
past thirty-eight years. As the poignant message 
in President Goldenberg's card notes: "This was 
no ordinary LIFE. This was a life well-lived and 
well-loved, a life that will be deeply missed." 
ship that were shown to me on my beloved husband 's 11111-------------------.. 
passing on November 6. Another Opportunity for Learning 
There were the neighbors who cleaned our roof and 
gutters and helped with moving heavy lawn equip-
ment into the shed; neighbors who mulched leaves 
and mowed the lawn and trimmed around shrubs; 
neighbors who brought bountiful baskets of delicious , 
home-cooked food; and there were neighbors who 
came over and prayed with me and whose daughter 
gifted me with a miniature porcelain Angel of Re-
membrance, with delicate. butterfly-shaped wings, to 
keep treasured memories close. 
At the memorial service on an evening when 
weather was overcast and foreboding, there was my 
loyal WSURA family, ever faithful and supportive; 
there were colleagues from Liberal Arts and from 
across the University , many of whom I had not seen 
WSURA member, Peter Carusone, shared 
another appealing option for lovers of all things 
Italian at the recent Truffles brunch. At the local 
Sons of Italy lodge on County Line Road , both 
members and nonmembers are welcome to attend 
both cooking lessons and Italian language lessons 
(an excellent opportunity if you are planning to 
visit the old country). Eldora Perfilio is the in-
structor for both. Information on dates , contacts, 
etc. are available on the website: 
http ://johnpirelliosia.org under Italian Culture. 
Contact Peter at peter.carusone@wright.edu if 
you have additional questions. 
in years. And there were my brother and sister and her •-------------------• 
family who reminded me that I was not alone. Yet all 
had come together to be there for me during the great-
est crisis of my life, the loss of my beloved husband. 
There were the sixty-five cards that expressed sym-
pathy, Jove, and prayers for peace and comfort and 
joy in remembrance. There were cards from those 
who, too, had suffered unimaginable loss and pain 
and who understood. And there were also symbolic 
messages of caring, conveyed through staunch, bold 
plants and through the most delicate of exquisite 
flowers and tendrils. 
Especially notable in the memorial program were 
Dr. Peter Bracher's fine biographical sketch which 
so succinctly clarified Dennis's historical era, the De-
pression and the Oklahoma Dust Bowl years on the 
family farm, where the principal crop was cotton. 
Dennis's interests , ambitions, personal traits, and pur-
suits were likewise enlivened through Dr. Bracher's 
biographical survey. Dr. Robert Correale, principal 
Liberal Arts Lectures 
WSURA is now promoting the College of Lib-
eral Arts Faculty Lecture Series as a way to keep 
the mind alert, learn from some great lecturers, 
and to keep involved in the activities of Wright 
State University. The Lectures scheduled for the 
remainder of the year are: 
March 8 - Valerie Stoker, "Zero Tolerance? Sikh 
Religious Rights vs School Safety in Quebec" 
April 12 - Scott Wilson , "Against Hedonism" 
May 8 - Jeannette Marchand, "Discovering 
Kleonai." 
For more information contact the Liberal Arts Dean's 
Office at 937-775-2225. Lectures will be held at 4:00 
in the Millett Hall Atrium. 
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Greetings to All WSU Retirees 
This is the annual issue of The Extension that 
we send to all WSU retirees. We welcome you to 
our readership and hope that you will consider 
becoming a member of the organization. Members 
are advised through both the internet and The 
Extension of upcoming events either directly 
sponsored by WSURA or of interest to our mem-
bers. Our Service Committee has been working 
diligently to produce a new brochure outlining 
the benefits of membership. It includes reduced 
rates to a number of campus facilities and activi-
ties and access to some services not available oth-
erwise. For those who have: moved from the Mi-
ami Valley, we hope that tli is newsletter provides 
an important link to former colleagues. Please 
consider joining us! 
A Request 
For the second year, WSURA wi ll be honoring 
retirees who are celebrating a significant retire-
ment milestone. Gerry Petrak, who is chairing 
the group that plans the celebration , has the fol-
lowing request: If you retired in the years 1975, 
1980, 1985, 1990 or 1995, you should be receiv-
ing a special invitation from WSURA to attend 
and be recognized at the annual June picnic spon-
sored by Human Resources and the University 
Wellness committee. If you believe that the uni-
versity may not have your current address, please 
write, call or email Rich Johnson at 775- 2567, 
richard.johnson@wright.edu or 290 University 
Hall. If you are aware of anyone else who may not 
be receiving information from WSURA or the 
university who should be recognized, please pass 
this message on to them. 
:-- ,€ 
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Board Members Needed 
Lois Cook and Judy Rose, Elections and By-
laws Committee, are looking for a few good men 
and women to serve as WSURA Board members , 
Committee members or WSURA president-elect. 
The time commitment for the Board is ten monthly 
meetings during the year (except July and January) 
and some additional time for committee duties. 
President-elect is a three year commitment 
(President-Elect, President and Past-President) . 
Duties include overseeing the organization, presid-
ing over meetings, representing the organization 
within the university and overseeing t e office and 
office assistant. Past officers and Board members 
are encouraged to run again if they wish . Contact 
Lois at AOAKHILL@aol.com or 299-7098 or 
Judy at jjrose@aol.com or 767-7645. 
Volunteers Needed 
Steve Lyons , Director of International Student 
and Scholar Programs, met with the Board on 
Feb. 2 with a request for assistance. He is look-
ing for individuals or families who will act as local 
mentors for J-1 scholars. These people are post-
doctoral researchers who are at the university for 
one to three year commitments. Many are from 
countries that are not represented in large numbers 
in either the university or the community so they 
have no built-in support system. Volunteers are 
needed to show them how to access local systems 
such as banking, grocery stores and shopping. 
Learning about our culture by taking them to ser-
vice clubs , houses of worship, and cultural events 
would be helpful. Inviting them to home cooked 
meals and family activities would greatly enhance 
their experience. If you have an interest in this 
worthwhile endeavor please contact Steve at ste-
ven.lyons@wright.edu. 
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More Ways to Become Involved 
At one of the recent WSURA eating out occasions, the group began discussing other activities that might 
appeal to people who may not wish to joint the theater/eating out groups that have been our major emphasis 
over the past few years. Bob and Lorraine Wagley recalled their involvement in a Gourmet Club that was 
very active and was sponsored by the WSU Women 's Club for a number of years. It involved about six 
couples in a group and met at various houses with everyone pitching in with the cooking. Others suggested 
that having a book discussion club that met two or three times a year or a movie club that would attend a 
movie together, then meet over coffee to discuss the show might appeal to others. 
These all seem like good possibilities and Board members are willing to organize the activities, but they 
will only be a success if you, the members, are interested and willing to become involved. It has been sev-
eral years since we have polled the membership for their interest. If these or other activities appeal to you, 
please fill out the attached form, email WSURA at wsura@wright.edu, or call the WSURA office (775-
2777) to express your interest or share you own ideas. 
Phone: ________ _ 
Spouse (if applicable) ____________ _ Email: -----------
I (we) would be interested in hearing more about the following potential WSURA activities. 
____ Gourmet Club Day Trips 
____ Book Discussion Group ____ Casinos 
____ Movie Discussion Group ____ Museums 
____ Card Clubs ____ Local Landmarks 
Have you thought about _____________________ _ 
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Original Employees 
Back row: President Goldenberg, G. Barlow, E. Kmetec, B. Evans , P. Bracher, G. Wade, J. Hughes , 
J. Ray, J . Kane, P. Magill , R. Thobaben, D. Bell , C. Becker, former President R. Kegerreis. 
Front row: P. Olds , L. Low, S. Evans, M .. Ray, L. Cook, A. Smith. 
WSURA Presidents and Past-Presidents 
Back row: Nick Davis , Gary Barlow, Bob Wagley , Tapas Mazumdar, Lew Shupe. 
Front row: Leone Low, Liz Harden, Marlene Bireley (Shirley Monnin was absent). 
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139 Millett Hall 
3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy. 
Dayton, OH 45435-0001 
WSURA Membership Form 
New Renewal Date --------
Name Date of ------------------------
Birth ----------------




City ________________ State __ _ Zip _____ _ 
Wright State Department at Retirement 
Year -------------------------- --------




___ $125 (ages 69 and below) 
___ $75 (Ages 70 and above) 
NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
DAYTON, OH 45401 
PERMIT NO. 551 
*NOTE: If you and your spouse are retirees from WSU, use the age of the younger spouse for de-
termining the Lifetime 
fee. If you have paid the current annual fee and would like to become a Life Member, subtract the 
annual fee 
and remit the difference. 
Annual Membership: 
$10 ---
Contribution to WSURA : Amount ----
